Workcamp in Santorini Island

From 6 to 24 of September 2012

"This project has been funded with support from the European Commission.
This publication reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot
be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information
contained therein."

INDEX

Introduction................………………………………………………. 3
The context……..................………………….……………….……. 4
The accommodation………..............……………………………… 6
The work…………………………...............…………………………. 7
Daily life…….............…………………....................……………. 8
What I learnt as campleader in this workcamp……………....15

INTRODUCTION
CITIZENS IN ACTION WELCOMES YOU TO SANTORINI ISLAND!
From 6 to 24 of September a workcamp of the nonprofit organization “Citizens in
Action” took place in Akrotiri village of Santorini island.

THE CONTEXT
Santorini is the most southern of the islands in the Cyclades and the boat trip
from the Athens seaport - Piraeus - takes about eight hours. Around 12 000
people live here all year round and they survive mainly on tourism, wine
production and fishing. Santorini is the 13th biggest of the islands in the
Cyclades measuring 75 km2, which is about the same size as Serifos and
Sifnos and about a fifth in size compared to the biggest island in the
group, Naxos.
The official name of Santorini is Thira (not to confuse with the capital Fira) and
it is the most spectacular place in the entire Greek archipelago. The reason it
stands out is due to its dramatic history. For about 3 500 years ago parts of the
island sank into the sea. Back then there were no cheers. Nowadays half a
million tourists go to Santorini each year for exactly the same reason. Most parts
of the island are exploited and adapted to tourists; some feel that the kitsch and

knick-knacks are overly represented. Happily, there are oases where the genuine
Greek life continues and it is a shame that more people do not take time to
discover the other side of Santorini. In a very general manner one can describe
the northern part of the island as over-exploited and the southern as nicely
adapted to tourism and in some places totally genuine. No matter what you think
of Santorini, the island will not leave anyone untouched, it is impossible to
neglect the magical and exciting landscape.
There is one saying “that in Santorini there are more donkeys than peoples,
more wine than water, more churches than houses”.

Santorini is a very touristic island and Akrotiri village is also touristic because of
colorful beaches and archaeological site. Santorini is a very romantic, lovely and
enjoying place. There is a lots of lounge bars and night life in general.
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THE ACCOMODATION
The accommodation was very good we were living in the archaeological site.
In workcamp we have some rules, one of them is home team, the task of home
team is to keep the house clean, wake up people and during the day 3 times
make something to eat, breakfast, lunch, dinner. Volunteers were very helpful
and useful for each other. This is the main point of the workcamp to be useful,
helpful, share the ideas, to make the work more easy and change the world,
learn how it is possible to communicate with people, to learn more, to get
information from all the world, from different cultures, to learn different
languages. Everything was good let say more than good. Good because
sometimes in other workcamp maybe there is no bed and you have to sleep in
sleeping bag or there is no hot water. In our place was everything and around
was all green. We were in a perfect place.

The best think is that the archaeological site was very near the work place and
near the beach.

THE WORK
Work was not so hard but some time there was a lots of dust. We start work at 7
o’clock till 12 or 1 depending on the sun. We were cleaning the path which is
going to Red beach, the way was closed with the trees and grasses and a lots of
soil. At 11 we have break till 11:30 and that time was the best cause in a break
time we were joking and doesn’t matter that we were tired we were playing
games. We were working 5 hours per day, 6 days per week. Work was not so
hard but some time it was so dusty. Village people were very kind with us and
they helped too much.

It’s very interesting to see how the volunteers using the tools. How they are
working and how they communicate with people of village. Volunteers were
working hard, well and fast. In Santorini the Volunteers this time was older from
20 to 60 year and they have done a lots of workcamps before.
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DAILY LIFE
The workcamp began on the 6th of September with the arrival of the volunteers.
We were living in archaeological site and it was so nice! We were entering there
with the name badge and if someone forget it he can’t enter so we were very
attentive. At first day we went to see the sunset, it was so nice to see! Everyday
program was like this, wake up at 7, have breakfast and 8 o’clock to be ready to
go to work. After work we were going back and having lunch. After lunch we
were free but some days at 5 we were going to school to prepare some games
for village children.

After dinner very often we were going to the beach to have a beer and enjoy
near the bonfire. We spend our time to know each other much better and to
learn something new.

Wednesday and Saturday our shopping days, we were going to supermarket to
buy the food and things for house for next days. After work we were traveling
around Santorini to see something new and nice.

The nicest thing is that we are always in group and we fill that we are one soul,
there is no racism. The days which we spend together was perfect we learn how
to work with group, to respect each other, share the experience, to exchange
your experience with others, to make work easier. Volunteering is the best think!
its something which learning you to be respectful, careful, helpful and useful. I
will tell you one story how the boy start to be respectful for group. I will give you
one example. We went to visit one place which is very old and very important for
village now it is musical museum for old instrument. We were heard very nice
melodic there. It was 8 o’clock evening and we are having dinner at 9. The home
team have to be in time at home and cook but the home team was with us and a
boy who is cooking this day was with us, he went home late and he was late
with food and the people was very hungry and start to be angry.. we have
discussion that he have to be respectful and thing always that he is not alone
and he have to be in time always ready because the reason of workcamp is this
to be helpful, thing about others, learn how to be in time and useful. And from
that day no one was late. One of the best things is that to be connected and
complete with people over the world.
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WHAT I LEARNT AS PARTICIPANT IN THIS
WORKCAMP
In Santorini I was responsible for food and for shopping list. When something is
missed I have to write and to account how much we need and when. In
Santorini I arrived a little more latter than others but people was very nice and
without problems I start to communicate with them. Work was not so hard for
me but it was so dusty. The work wasn’t new for me I had done it before. I am
rely thanks to Citizen in Action for hosting me in this project all this time I
improve my English, to share my previous experience. I learn how to manage my
money, my time and my life. At first I spending my money without thinking
about other days, now I want to do volunteering all my life, to be near the
people, to learn from them something national (language, dish, dance, song
whatever…). If you do one time EVS or volunteering you will be in love with it.
The things which we need is love, kindness, respect and peace.

